TUNING TOPICS: P

An honourable
turn of speed
from 998cc

IN THE MAY ISSUE we struck our first official acquaintance with
Datsun’s smallest offering in the UK, the 1-litre Cherry 100A. Although
this Japanese machine is often compared to the Mini because of its
transverse engine and f.w.d.—plus sundry other design similarities
within the engines themselves—such talk is really rather wide off the
mark, for the small Datsun is fully comparable with cars in the Euro-
pean 1300 class. In fact the car represents a very clever cross between
the performance of many 1300s (better in some cases), overall fuel
consumption not far short of the 850 Mini (in enthusiast hands) and
carrying capacity for passengers and luggage that makes the Mini look
like a shoe box.

Acknowledging that the Datsun Cherry is a Good Idea is one thing—
improving on the oriental theme is another, as we discovered when
talking to Janos Odor about the project. Mr. Odor, through his
specialist motor engineering works in Salisbury, has developed a wide
range of slightly off-beat machinery in the past 12 months or so. Long
famous for quicker BL racing Minis and manifolding of high repute,
Janspeed have spent those months on such diverse projects as the
Hillman Avenger the author raced in handicap events last year: on
twin Weber carburetters it could return lap times that compared well
with respectable sporting machinery, a point that the factory noted when
planning a true Group 1 car that has now materialised as an extremely
potent machine in the hands of Bernard Unett. The Hillman
Avenger Tiger also shares many of the features that Janspeed had
incorporated on their Avenger, which was not only raced but served
honourably as a shopping tcol for Mrs. Odor and general press demon-
strator, Possibly it was the success of this project that convinced the
company to spread their wings ever wider and subsequent projects have
included two Cortina Mk. 3s currently doing the press rounds and
serving Janspeed in between times; a Morris Marina 1.8, which went
well, but only did one press read test as the company were not proud of
its manners; the Toledo we tested in colour last year and a variety of
pure racing projects which include a Buick/Oldsmobile/Rover alloy V8-
engined Capri built on a shoestring and a Group 1 Ford Escort Sport
that has currently scored six class wins, and holds four class records.

When work started on the Datsun engine, Janspeed found it very
intriguing to deal with; it’s certainly theoretically similar to the
legendary BMC-developed A series engine that finds its way into
everything from Minis to Marinas, but there are manufacturing
refinements that make the practical end result superior. The three-
bearing crankshaft is part of heavily oversquare interior dimensions;
the bore is 73 mm. and the stroke just 59 mm. If that suggests that
the unit will rev. willingly for you, then pat yourself on the back, for
high r.p.m. for astonishing lengths of time are part of the Cherry
character, particularly on the modified model. Although the cylinder
head is made from aluminium, unlike the BL unit in iron, there are
similarities in the porting and combustion chambers that make life
easier for those brought up on improving British Leyland engine power
outputs; incidentally, both manifolding for the exhaust and carburation
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is on the same side, closest to the driver.

Janspeed charge £28 for the modified cylinder head on exchange,
for which the customer receives a head with ground-out and polished
porting, double valve springs, enlarged combustion chambers and
25 thousandths of an inch machined from the cylinder head face. The
latter pair of machining and enlarging operations counteract each with
regard to their effects on compression ratio, which remains similar to
the production figure of 9.0-to-1.

The standard Hitachi twin-choke compound carburetter was dis-
pensed with in favour of that traditional Mini pick-me-up, a pair of
1%-in. choke HS2 SU carburetters costing £26.50. One unusual
feature on the test car was that the dashpot air-hole was also dispensed
with in an experimental mave to see if throttle response could be made
any faster. “‘Go-faster” pancake air filters are disliked by Mr, Odor
for the noise they emit under hard acceleration, but on this first
installation of SUs for the Cherry there seemed little alternative; the
filters are priced at £2.80,

Inlet and exhaust manifolding are all in tubular steel by the converters.
The exhaust layout follows a four into two branch and single pipe
configuration, priced at £15.00. The quadruple inlet stubs were
provisionally priced at £12, but it will not be long before cast alloy
inlets are available for the Datsun from Janspeed. The remainder of
the exhaust system has a larger bore, up by 3-in. throughout for £12.

That completes the engine modifications on the test car, except to
say that part of the cylinder head conversion is to lighten the production
valves, so that the valve gear loads are kept down, whilst liberal use of
the 7,000 r.p.m. provided is made.

Suspension and gearing characteristics had both been changed by
the adoption of 13 in. diameter 5}-in. rim alloy wheels from Mill
Accessory Group, deputising for the showroom, gaudily decorated, (with
fake Porsche “spoke’” hub caps) pressed steel wheels, which are 12 in.
diameter, 44 in. rim. Naturally the rubberwear had to be swopped as
well, radial ply Firestone Wide Ovals of 165/70 HR construction sitting
in under the modified bodywork with vestigial spats. It’s a reflection
of the current emphasis on wheel and tyre equipment that Janspeed
should expand nearly £110 retail on just these items. The suspension,
which is all*independent by MacPherson struts up front and semi-
trailing arms aft, was very much stiffer in action than standard, utilising
Koni damping at all four corners as well.

Finishing touches include a servo for the very effective brakes and
a Smiths electronic tachometer, which slips neatly into the space
provided on the production dashboard.

Looking at the Cherry before we slithered away from a damp
Salisbury, we were impressed with the enormous track that the car has
on these bigger wheels: judged by eye one would opine that the little
Janspeed machine had the track of a Cortina-sized vehicle, but in reality
—even with the wider wheels—the track can be little more than 4} ft.;
the overall length is 11 ft. 10 in.

The engine started readily enough, despite the choke's apparent













